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THE AMERICAN LEGION

When the news broke about the VA 
healthcare situation in Phoenix earlier 
this year, The American Legion quickly 
mobilized its leadership team, reviewed 
the situation, and subsequently called 
for the resignations of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki and 
his two top undersecretaries. 

Why The American Legion
Spoke Up
This decision was not made lightly, and it 
was not made for political or promotional 
purposes. The American Legion spoke up 
because immediate change was needed, 
starting at the top. The American Legion 
was the first national veterans service 
organization to speak out publicly and to 
help bring about a change in VA leadership 
and a focus on real reform in how veterans 
are treated.

The epidemic of VA mismanagement 
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was not limited to Phoenix. Multiple 
whistleblowers came forward across 
the country, and issues were identified 
in other cities, including Gainesville, 
Florida.

Following Up with Action
In addition to speaking up, The 
American Legion also mobilized task 
force teams to conduct site visits at local 
VA hospitals and set up Veterans Crisis 
Command Centers in multiple cities to 
help deliver benefits and support for 
veterans in need. The American Legion 
is continuing to hold town hall meetings 
and focus local and national attention 
on the healthcare needs of veterans and 
their families.

It’s Who The American 
Legion Is and What They Do
That kind of service from The American 

Q. The American Legion seems like it 
is for retired people, and I am still 
working. Should I wait to join?

A. Please join now! Your membership 
is needed today to help strengthen 
our voice and continue the valuable 
programs that serve veterans and serve 
America. How active you choose to be 
is up to you.

John,
Have questions about joining The American Legion?
Here are answers from The American Legion to 
frequently asked questions.

Q. Why is The American Legion 
membership limited to wartime 
service periods?

A. The American Legion was chartered 
by Congress in 1919 as an organization 
for wartime veterans. The eligible dates 
of military service are listed on the 
Reply Certificate at the bottom of the 
letter in this mail package.

Q. Are there very many American 
Legion members in Florida?

A. In Florida, there are currently more than 
65,000 members. However, many more 
Florida veterans are eligible to join, and 
we welcome their membership. The 
more members in The American Legion, 
the stronger our voice in Washington 
and the greater impact we can have on 
improving the lives of all veterans.
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Call 
 1-888-805-6180.

Detach the Reply Certificate at 
the bottom of the letter in this 
mail package and mail in the 
envelope provided.

3 EASY WAYS  
TO JOIN:

Or go to www.legion.org/mailoffer 
and enter your Temporary  
Membership Number: 123456789 

Stay up to date on veterans 
news produced by talented 
writers and professional 
journalists. You’ll also get 
the latest information about 
American Legion programs 
and activities.

Entitling you to exclusive
member discounts for:
•	 Automobile Rental 
•	 Home Services 
•	 Electronics & Technology
•	 Financial & Insurance
•	 Medical
•	 Moving & Relocation
•	 Travel & Lodging

Join Today to Get Exclusive Member Gifts and Privileges

12 Issues of
The American Legion 

Magazine

Official
Membership Card

Specially prepared for John Sample

John,
Join Our Ranks Today!
There is strength in numbers, and 
your membership is needed to 
strengthen the voice of The American 
Legion. The cost to join is only $25. 
Membership dues are instrumental 
in enabling The American Legion 
to provide the wide range of 
programs that serve active military 
servicemembers, veterans, their 
families and communities throughout 
the country. Please take a moment 
and join the ranks of The American 
Legion today.

Legion is not new. Since its inception 
in 1919, The American Legion has 
served as an advocate for veterans. They 
were instrumental in developing and 
passing the GI Bill. They sued the federal 
government to address the needs of 
veterans exposed to Agent Orange, which 
led to the passage of legislation to extend 
disability compensation to veterans 
suffering from diseases linked to Agent 
Orange.

As the largest veterans service 
organization, The American Legion has 
a powerful voice. They used that voice 
in the fall of 2013 to help end the partial 
government shutdown, and they continue 
to speak up against sequestration and cuts 
in military pay and veterans benefits.

Last year, American Legion service officers 
helped veterans with 732,641 VA benefits 
claims. And The American Legion is 
active in local communities across the 
nation, serving families of deployed 
servicemembers, helping to foster 
citizenship and patriotism in schools and 
through youth sports teams, coming to the 
aid of veterans and others during natural 
disasters, and much more. 

2 3
American Legion

T-shirt, featuring your 
Branch of Service:

Limited Time Offer.
While Supplies Last.

1

ARMY
VETERAN

STILL SERVING AMERICA

HH            HH

Black

Red

Navy Blue

Royal Blue

Navy Blue



SERVING VETERANS SERVING AMERICA
There’s so much more to The American Legion than you may realize.

The American Legion has a wide range of programs that serve veterans and serve America. The ones described here are just a few examples 
of how The American Legion puts their mission into action with the work they do in the nation’s capital and in communities across the 

country every day. Join this mission and become a member and supporter of The American Legion today.

Helping Wounded 
Servicemembers
The American Legion’s Operation Comfort 
Warriors provides wounded, recovering 
servicemembers with comfort items such 
as loose-fitting clothing for burn victims, 
fitness equipment for sports therapy 
programs, and recreational outings for 
servicemembers and their families. 

Supporting Military & 
Veterans Families
American Legion members assist families 
of deployed personnel with a variety of 
support for household needs, such as 
repairs, child care, yard work, grocery 
shopping and more. In addition, The 
American Legion steps up to help veterans 
and their families facing financial crises, 
emotional issues and challenges providing 
children with shelter, clothing, food and 
medical care. 

Legion Riders 
The American Legion Riders program 
has nearly 100,000 members nationwide 
who provide funeral escorts for 
servicemembers killed in action, 
participate in local events to raise money 
for charities, and attend Rolling Thunder, 
a POW/MIA rally every Memorial Day 
weekend in Washington. Legion Riders 
nationwide participate in the annual 
Legacy Run to raise money for the 
Legacy Scholarship Fund, which helps 
pay college tuition for children of U.S. 
military personnel killed on active duty 
since 9/11. This year, the Legion Riders 
raised $1 million, bringing their total 
raised to more than $5 million since 
2006. 

Transitioning Careers 
The American Legion hosts and co-hosts 
job fairs and career events across the 
country, connecting veterans with such 
quality employers as Coca-Cola, Sallie Mae, 
Citigroup and Sears Holdings. In addition, 
The American Legion provided leadership 
and guidance in Washington to pass the 
Veterans Skills to Jobs Act, which helps 
veterans convert their military experience 
into federal licenses and credentials. And, 
as the veterans service organization that 
drafted the GI Bill and helped ensure its 
passage, The American Legion remains 
committed to helping transitioning veterans 
receive the training and support they need 
to have a successful civilian career.

“We are responsible for 
ensuring that America’s 
veterans have the 
opportunity to provide, 
with honor and dignity, 
the economic necessities 
of life for themselves and 
their families.”

–Denise Rohan, chairman of The American 
Legion’s Veterans Employment & Education 
Commission

Protecting the Flag & 
Promoting Americanism
The American Legion educates youth 
about the Pledge of Allegiance and about 
the flag to build patriotism and respect 
for the proper display and use of this 
national emblem. The American Legion 
also advocates for legislation regarding the 
flag, including a recent bill requiring the 
Department of Defense to purchase flags 
that are 100% made in America.

Strong National Defense
Protecting American citizens and the homeland itself can only be achieved through a 
strong national defense. The American Legion believes this is a fundamental need to 
maintain our national security and freedom.

Scholarships for Higher 
Education
The American Legion has multiple 
scholarship programs and raises millions of 
dollars in donations at the local, state and 
national levels. Scholarships are provided 
through the Samsung Scholarship 
program, the Oratorical Contest, the 
Legacy Scholarship Fund, American Legion 
Baseball, and many other programs.

American Legion Baseball
The 2014 American Legion World Series 
in Shelby, N.C., was broadcast live for 
the first time in 35 years by ESPNU. In 
addition, a mobile app was launched to 
enable mobile device users to monitor 
the status of the championship series. 
American Legion Baseball is a tradition 
that started in 1925, with more than 
70,000 athletes participating each year in 
all 50 states. Many professional baseball 
players competed in American Legion 
Baseball as youths, and many say that 
American Legion Baseball showed them 
the right way to compete and present 
themselves both on and off the field.



Thank you for your selfless service to our country  
and for joining The American Legion.

Before sealing this envelope, be sure to:

• Completely fill out your Reply Certificate (both sides).

• Enclose payment or credit card information.

THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
PO BOX 7017 
INDIANAPOLIS IN  46207-7017
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Show pride in The American Legion by displaying this sticker. Display this POW-MIA sticker to let the world know we’ll never forget.

YO

U ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

Use these patriotic address labels to show your loyalty to Florida and the United States of America.

Join The American Legion Today!

Select the sticker showing your FREE Branch of Service T-Shirt
and affix it to your Acceptance Certificate.

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

John Sample,



REPLY CERTIFICATE

THE AMERICAN LEGION
P.O. Box 7017
Indianapolis, IN 46207-7017

Dear James Bencizeng Bencizengo,

If you have served your country in the United States military, on behalf of The 
American Legion, I would like to thank you for your service. You deserve the utmost 
respect and appreciation for your role in helping the United States defend freedom 
and inspire hope around the world.

Please join us…
If you are a veteran who has served honorably during wartime, you qualify for 
membership in The American Legion and are hereby entitled to all the benefits 
described in this package. Your membership will play a significant role in 
strengthening the power of our voice.

This year, The American Legion helped bring to light many of the important issues 
and deficiencies in how veterans are being treated in this country.  We spoke out, 
and government leaders listened. And we continue to fight on the front lines in 
Washington, D.C., and in communities across the nation to protect the rights and 
benefits of all veterans and active military personnel. 

You can make a difference...
We’ve all been moved by the devastating stories in the news this year…the suffering 
and deaths of veterans and the cover-ups in the VA healthcare crisis, including 
allegations in Gainesville…the backlog of VA claims and the lengthy 

Continued on back of letter...

Call 
 1-888-805-6180.

Detach the Reply 
Certificate and mail in  
the envelope provided.

3 EASY WAYS  
TO JOIN:

Or go to www.legion.org/mailoffer 
and enter your Temporary  
Membership Number: 123456789 

Detach here

JOIN NOW

Limited Time Offer.
While Supplies Last.

and receive a FREE 
American Legion
T-shirt to proudly

display your Branch
of Service

ARMY
VETERAN

STILL SERVING AMERICA

HH            HH

Black

Red

Navy Blue

Royal Blue

Navy Blue

Eligibility Dates
 AUG 2, 1990-OPEN

 DEC 20, 1989-JAN 31, 1990

 AUG 24, 1982-JULY 31, 1984

 FEB 28, 1961-MAY 7, 1975

 JUNE 25, 1950-JAN 31, 1955

 DEC 7, 1941-DEC 31, 1946

 APRIL 6, 1917-NOV 11, 1918

Affix Branch of 
Service Sticker here
from the enclosed

sticker sheet to receive 
your Branch of
Service T-Shirt

Nominee:

If address above is not correct, please cross out and make corrections on back.

 $25 check payable to The American Legion enclosed.

  I would like to charge my dues.  
My information is on the back of this reply.

 YES, I accept my membership in The American 
Legion. Please send me my gift—the Branch 
of Service T-Shirt I have selected to the right.  

James Bencizeng Bencizengo
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 99999

123456789 XX9999 X15 1551 Join online at www.legion.org/mailoffer and enter your temporary membership #123456789

Branch of Service
 U.S. ARMY

 U.S. MARINES

 U.S. NAVY

 U.S. AIR FORCE

 U.S. COAST GUARD

 U.S. MERCHANT MARINE
 (WWII Only)

T-Shirt Size (Pick one)

 Medium

 Large

 XL

 2XL

 3XL
 I certifiy that I have served or am still serving honorably on active duty   

 as specified. (Please check appropriate boxes above and sign below.)

SIGNATURE
X



REPLY CERTIFICATE (Please complete both sides)

delays in getting claims processed…the actions of government leaders that 
threaten defense spending and military retirement benefits…the challenges faced 
by veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Stress and other wounds of war…These 
are just a few of the many issues that The American Legion continues to help solve 
in a very active and powerful way. And our members make that possible.

Your membership dues will make an impact now.
For just $25, you can become a member of The American Legion. Your membership 
dues will be put to good use in serving the needs of active military servicemembers, 
veterans and their families in Florida and in communities across this great nation. 

Now, more than ever, we need you to join our ranks in The American Legion.

Daniel S. Wheeler
National Adjutant

P.S. There’s so much more to The American Legion than you may realize. Please 
see the enclosed newsletter for examples of how we are making an impact by 
serving veterans and serving America.

The American Legion makes every attempt to reach wartime veterans who are eligible for membership 
with our offer to join us. Because privacy laws prevent us from being absolutely certain that you are a 
qualifying veteran, you may have received this offer in error. If this is the case, please accept our sincere 
apology.

Call 
 1-888-805-6180.

Detach the Reply 
Certificate and mail in  
the envelope provided.

3 EASY WAYS  
TO JOIN:

Or go to www.legion.org/mailoffer 
and enter your Temporary  
Membership Number: 123456789 

THE AMERICAN LEGION
P.O. Box 7017, Indianapolis, IN 46207-7017

 Charge $25 to my:     VISA    MasterCard    Discover

Please make any address corrections here 
as necessary:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

CARD # EXPIRES CREDIT CARD SECURITY CODE

SIGNATURE DATE

DATE OF BIRTH

EMAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL)

   –    –     
PHONE NUMBER (OPTIONAL)

Detach here

We will never rent or sell your email address or any of your personal information to any third party. We may periodically send you 
additional information of interest to veterans. To view our anti-spam and privacy policy, please visit www.legion.org/privacy.

 American Express

• Certificate of Appreciation 
to thank you for your service 
(you can display it in an

 8 ½” X 11” frame)

• Newsletter to update you 
on current American Legion 
activities

• Patriotic name and address 
labels

• American Legion sticker and 
POW/MIA sticker to let the 
world know we will never 
forget

I’ve enclosed the 
following in this 
package for you…

Plus, receive a FREE American 
Legion T-shirt featuring your 
Branch of Service when you 
join (Limited Time Offer. While 
Supplies Last.)



National Adjutant
The American Legion

CERTIFICATE OF
APPRECIATION

In recognition of your wartime service this certifies that 
 
 
 

upon meeting the strict requirements set forth by the 
Congress of the United States of America shall thereby 

be accepted for Official Membership in The American Legion.

John Sample
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
P.O. Box 7017
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ENCLOSED: A special news bulletin for Florida Veterans on the 
state of the VA healthcare crisis and other important issues.
YOUR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE IS REQUESTED.
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